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Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas! 

Dear Mu Tau Sisters, 

As the song says, isn’t this the “most wonderful time of the year”? It’s also a very busy 
time! I’m always amazed when Christmas seems to come earlier each year. I know 
you are all busy getting ready for Christmas and looking forward to the holidays. I cer-
tainly am! 

I really missed being at our November meeting. From all accounts I have heard, it was 
really wonderful! Thanks to Libby for presenting very informative and interesting infor-
mation about the Schools for Africa program. Also, thanks to Barbara for presiding in 
my absence and to Jean for moving us forward on the road to getting new members. 
Special thanks to all of you who attended the meeting and participated as well. I hope 
I don’t have to miss another one. 

Although I missed our November meeting, I haven’t been too far away from Delta 
Kappa Gamma. I attended a meeting of the State Archives Committee in Denton on 
December 1st and enjoyed seeing where the state archives are housed in the library 
on the campus of Texas Woman’s University. It is quite an impressive collection of 
yearbooks, chapter histories, and various other information from every chapter in the 
state and from every state president all the way back to Dr. Annie Webb Blanton. I got 
a chance to look at the box with our information in it, and I was so glad to see our 
complete collection of yearbooks. We will be working to get our chapter history updat-
ed there as well.  

Our chapter meeting this month will be a little different and promises to be great fun. I 
know that we will be bringing Christmas treats to share, and I always enjoy that. In 
addition, Barbara will be leading us in a program about Christmas in Delta Kappa 
Gamma countries. I know we will all want to be present for that as well. We will have 
some business to discuss, including plans for our next slate of officers to lead Mu Tau 
forward.  

In the midst of all the “busyness” of this month, please make every effort to attend our 
meeting on December 14th at the Tri-County Library. It will be the last time for us to 
get together for awhile, and I would love to see everyone there.  

My wish is for everyone to have a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new 
year! I really hope to see you on December 14th. We are going to have a great cele-
bration! 

                                                                                                                       —Janice 



Mu Tau calendar 2015-2016 

December 14, 2015  “Christmas in DKG Countries,” Barbara Jedlicka;  

           Nominations Committee report; Membership Committee report 

January 18, 2016  Executive Board Meeting/Revised Chapter Rules  

February 15, 2016  “We Love Our Veterans,” Linda Robinson; vote on  

           officers; vote on new members; revised Chapter Rules presented  

March 21, 2016  Orientation; vote on revised chapter rules; “Reading 
 Around the World”; International Book Review/Global Awareness 

April 18, 2016  Initiation; Dinner at FUMC, Mabank 

May 16, 2016  Installation; Founders Day, Jeanette Rhyan; Awards 

June 23-25, 2016  87th State Convention, Frisco, Texas 
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             Mu Tau  

     Executive Board  

          2014-2016 

President    
     Janice Sutton 

First Vice President     

     Barbara Jedlicka 

Second Vice President   

     DeAnna Thompson 

Recording Secretary                                 
Monica Fortenberry 

Corresponding Secretary   

     Bickie Roberts 

Treasurer   
     Beverly Hart 

Parliamentarian  
     Nancy McDonald 

Immediate Past President  

     Melody Stephenson 

   Mu Tau Projects 

       Little Free Libraries 

     Boxtop$ for Education 

       Mu Tau Grant in Aid 

        Schools for Africa 

   Early Career Educators 

  Who Is a Mentor? 
By Felecia Erwin 

/men-tor/ 

Noun:   an experienced and trusted adviser    synonyms:  adviser, guide, 
guru, counselor, consultant; confidant(e) 

Verb:  advise or train (someone, especially a younger colleague) 

As I read this definition of a mentor, I had a new perspective as to 
what this word meant.  As a retired teacher, I realized that I had 
been a mentor to many people through the years.  There were the 
student teachers who were placed in my classroom needing the 
guidance to plan and teach a lesson.  Then there were the new 
teachers (new to teaching or new to the grade level).  I became an 
advisor, a  consultant, and even a confidante.  I was able to guide/
counsel each of them on their concerns about how they were teach-
ing, the curriculum, and even discipline.  I was available when 
they needed to confide in someone. We became friends and 
equals.  However, I realized that I was a mentor to a whole different 
group of people, my students.  Each year I was given a classroom 
of 6-7 year olds.  I was their experienced adviser, counselor, and 
confidante.  They looked up to me and put their trust in me.  They 
confided in me with their fears.  I taught them new concepts.  I also 
taught them responsibility and respect.  I have witnessed these stu-
dents mentoring to their classmates, to other students and even to 
their own siblings.  Every day, someone (no matter their age) is 
mentoring to someone else.  Every one of us is an adviser, counse-
lor, or confidant and is able to train others.  May we each be con-
stantly aware of the legacy that we are creating as we mentor. 

  Graphics not DKG are Microsoft and Broderbund.  Photos by Libby Horton.



  

MU TAU CHAPTER MEETING 

DELTA KAPPA GAMMA 

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 

Fourteen members were present at the November regular meeting held at the Tri-County Library with re-
cording secretary Monica Fortenberry in attendance.  The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by First 
Vice President Barbara Jedlicka, filling in for President Janice Sutton, who was out of town.  Carol Voris 
gave the Meaningful Moment entitled “Gratitude Tree.” 

The October minutes were approved as amended with additions and corrections.  Correspondence from 
Carolyn Rhoades stating that she was resigning her membership from Mu Tau was read by Barbara Jed-
licka.  Lavonne Dennis moved to accept with regrets, and Nancy McDonald seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried.  Beverly Hart presented the treasurer’s report showing a balance of $1,711.60 after dues 
were collected. 

Committee reports included a report from the Yearbook Committee that DeAnna Thompson is working on 
updating the chapter yearbook.  Jean Robinson, Membership Committee chair, asked that all members 
turn in a prospect card tonight, if possible.  We were also informed that Annette McKee and Nettie Holland 
had been deleted from the chapter’s roll as they had moved from the area. 

Barbara Jedlicka shared that President Sutton had discussion for contributions to Delta Kappa Gamma’s 
Schools for Africa program on the agenda.  Libby Horton suggested the chapter make an initial donation of 
$100.00 from our chapter treasury, and members could also make individual contributions.  Jean Robinson 
moved to send $100.00 from the chapter treasury, and Mindy Marder seconded. The motion passed. 

Program chairman Barbara Jedlicka announced that she would send an email with information about the 
December program “Christmas in DKG Countries.” 

Jean Robinson said that hotel rooms for the state convention in Frisco at the Embassy Suites Convention 
Center were now available for reservations.  She encouraged members planning to attend to reserve 
rooms as soon as possible because they are expected to fill up quickly. 

Mindy Marder asked members to bring more books because our Little Free Library at Cherokee Shores is 
getting low on books. 

Libby Horton gave an inspiring presentation on the Schools for Africa program that Delta Kappa Gamma 
International sponsors along with UNICEF and other organizations.  Libby explained that some of the mon-
ey goes to help girls go to school to be trained as teachers because there aren’t enough teachers in Africa.  
The program also provides preventative health care, safe water, school equipment, teaching supplies, ear-
ly childhood services, etc.  Libby shared some of her experiences on mission trips to Africa, where she has 
seen the great need to help children there.  She said that one of the goals is to teach the children to make 
a difference.    

The meeting was adjourned by First Vice President Jedlicka with the singing of the Delta Kappa Gamma 
song. 

 

Monica Fortenberry, recording secretary 

Barbara Jedlicka, first vice president, substituting for president, Janice Sutton 
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                       Achievement 
      By Mindy Marder 
 

What are your achievements in life?  Have you ever stopped to really think about it? 

Professionally, our achievements are often measured by the positions we hold or the students we 
are hired to teach.  We can demonstrate our ability to teach as we are evaluated by our adminis-
trators, striving to achieve exemplary scores.  Our achievements are also measured by our stu-
dents’ mastery of individual skills or even standardized tests.  Seeing improvement in a certain 
student’s behavior that you have focused on can feel like an achievement as well.  Mentoring a 
new teacher is often a means of achieving a goal as you see them following your lead and grow-
ing.  But I think most educators will agree that one of the greatest achievements is when you see 
the “lightbulb” come on and light up a student’s face when they finally understand. 

Personally, we all set goals to achieve at different stages of our lives, from what we want to be 
when we grow up to how we want to live in our retirement years.  (Not really much difference 
there!)  As a high school student, I aspired to go to college and become a teacher.  I achieved that 
goal and along the way found my partner for life.  As children came along, so did the challenges 
followed by achievements.  To watch our sons grow up to become smart, caring, responsible 
(usually!) and productive young men is my proudest achievement of all. 

Being honored and invited into the sisterhood of Delta Kappa Gamma is a special achievement we 
have all experienced.  Our Society provides many opportunities to help us achieve our goals indi-
vidually and as a chapter through scholarships and ASTEF grants.  Our Society is also fabulous 
when it comes to recognizing the achievements of its members.  Mu Tau has been recognized for 
many achievements each year at the state convention from our Outstanding Newsletter, Early Bird 
Yearbook, and the Annie Award.  However, I am most proud of Mu Tau’s Little Free Libraries pro-
ject that started as my dream and became our achievement.  What better way to provide books for 
those with limited access to books!  
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Mindy’s article represents the A in TSO  President Marilyn Gregory’s HEART  theme for the biennium—Achievement 
and Accomplishments.  Mindy is a past president of Mu Tau.

Sunday, December 6, 2015, marked the one-year anniversary of the installation of Mu Tau’s Little 
Free Libraries at Northpark and Cherokee Shores. 

    Cherokee Shores 

            Northpark 



Mu Tau birthdays in December 
Erin Cox, 12/2 

Beverly Hart, 12/2 

Linda Robinson, 12/3 

Birthdays and Christmas—LET THERE 
BE CAKE!!! 
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BOXTOP$ for 
education 

Bring USED books  to help stock Mu Tau’s Little 
Free Libraries at  Northpark and  

Cherokee Shores!  Continue to bring names of prospec-
tive members. 

Consider your part in supporting 
SEE. 

Remember that we feed the pig for 
Mu Tau’s grant-in-aid.  Bring cash. 

A note from Barbara Jedlicka,  Mu Tau First Vice President, Program   A note from Barbara Jedlicka,  Mu Tau First Vice President, Program   A note from Barbara Jedlicka,  Mu Tau First Vice President, Program   A note from Barbara Jedlicka,  Mu Tau First Vice President, Program       
                Chair, allChair, allChair, allChair, all----around Chefaround Chefaround Chefaround Chef----inininin----Chief~~~~ Chief~~~~ Chief~~~~ Chief~~~~     

December’s program is Cooking Around Our DKG World. 

This time of the year is always a special time for celebration with food to be shared 
with friends—especially Sisters!  For our December 14th meeting, we are sharing 
our favorite recipes and memories.   

So, bring a sampler plateful of your favorite Christmas season recipe.  Bring copies 
of the recipe and explain why it is your favorite and why it is important to you.  The 
recipes can be any type of food: appetizers, breads, candies, cookies.   

Thanks.  Let the Mu Tau Christmas fun begin!  Bon appetit! 

Also, of course, Christmastime is always about 
GIVING.  Consider the many ways DKG provides 
for you to give in honor of or in memory of people 
who are or have been a special part of your life:  
World Fellowships, State and International  
Scholarships,  local Grants-in-Aid, SEE, Schools 
for Africa, the Speaker’s Forum, ASTEF, and any  
branch of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society Inter-
national. 

PS.  This is a short list.  See the TSO website 
and/or the DKG International website for a com-
plete list of opportunities for remembering and 
supporting our Society’s programs and purposes. 


