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      Mu Tau Meeting 

             Monday 

          March 21, 2016 

                   4:45 PM 

   Tri-County Library, Mabank 

   Hostesses:  Libby Horton,  
Lavonne Dennis, Melody Ste-
phenson, BJ Williams 

      Meaningful Moments 

             Felecia Erwin 

                 Program  

  Reading Around the World 

  Bickie Roberts & Committee 

           Book Lust to Go  

            by Nancy Pearl 

               Business 

   Vote on revised chapter  rules 

                  

               Find us: 

            www.dkg.org 

       www.dkgtexas.org 

            

Dear Mu Tau Sisters, 

Gree/ngs to you all from our extraordinary, award-winning newsle;er! Yes, thanks to La-
vonne’s talent, knowledge, and hard work, the Mu Tauker has once again received the Five 
Star Award from the Texas State Organiza/on of Delta Kappa Gamma. Congratula/ons to Mu 
Tau, and many, many thanks to Lavonne! We are so fortunate to have her as our editor. 

Our February mee/ng was such a delight! If you were unable to be there, you really missed a 
wonderful presenta/on by Linda Robinson and a great visit with two amazing veterans. Per-
haps you saw their pictures in the newspaper. We enjoyed having John White visit us again, 
and we are thankful that Bickie’s uncle, Paul Hudgins, was able to a;end the mee/ng as well. 
It was a wonderful program! 

In addi/on to our outstanding program, we were also able to take care of several items of 
business. We discussed updates to our chapter rules, and we will be vo/ng on those at our 
mee/ng on March 21st. We elected an outstanding group of officers for the 2016-18 bienni-
um. Congratula/ons to our new leaders:  President—Barbara Jedlicka, First Vice President—
Mindy Marder, Second Vice President—Libby Horton, Recording Secretary—Beverly Hart, and 
Corresponding Secretary—Sherri Purselley. Thanks to our Nomina/ons Commi;ee—Nancy, 
Jean, and Lavonne—for their work in pu?ng this slate of officers together for us.  

Another important item of business at our mee/ng was vo/ng on prospec/ve new members 
for Mu Tau. We voted to extend an invita/on to membership to about a dozen outstanding 
teachers. We will invite them to an orienta/on to be held at the library on March 28th, which 
is a week a@er our regular March mee/ng. I hope that many of you will also be able to a;end 
this orienta/on as we encourage our guests to accept our invita/on to join us in Mu Tau. We 
will discuss this more in detail at our regular mee/ng, too. 

Our March program will be an interes/ng one. Bickie Roberts and the Personal and Profes-
sional Enrichment Commi;ee are working on a great program about “Reading Around the 
World.”  I know it will be a good one, and you will not want to miss it.  

As usual, we have lots going on in our chapter, and I hope you will make plans to be part of it 
all. Please do plan to a;end our mee/ng on March 21st. I hope to see you there!  

         —Janice 

  Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 



Mu Tau calendar 2015-2016 

March 21, 2016  Vote on revised chapter rules; “Reading Around the    
 World”; International Book Review/Global Awareness 

April 18, 2016  Initiation; Dinner at FUMC, Mabank 

May 16, 2016  Installation; Founders Day, Jeanette Rhyan; Awards 

June 23-25, 2016  87th State Convention, Frisco, Texas 

July, 5-9, 2016  International Convention, Nashville, Tennessee  

Page 2                                                                                                                                                         The Mu Tauker 

             Mu Tau  

     Executive Board  

          2014-2016 

President    
     Janice Sutton 

First Vice President     

     Barbara Jedlicka 

Second Vice President   

     DeAnna Thompson 

Recording Secretary                                 
Monica Fortenberry 

Corresponding Secretary   

     Bickie Roberts 

Treasurer   
     Beverly Hart 

Parliamentarian  
     Nancy McDonald 

Immediate Past President  

     Melody Stephenson 

   Mu Tau Projects 

       Little Free Libraries 

     Boxtop$ for Education 

      Mu Tau Grant–in-Aid 

        Schools for Africa 

                 SEE  
              (See page 6.) 

Graphics not DKG are Microsoft and Broderbund.  RoughRiders logo is repeated from Frisco Convention mail-out.  
Nashville photo is from DKG webpage, www.dkg.org.

BOXTOP$ for 
education 

Both the used books and the Boxtop$ go to Mindy Marder.  Boxtop$ help 
our schools;  books help our communi/es. 

Bring USED books  to help stock Mu Tau’s Little Free Libraries at  
Northpark and Cherokee Shores!  

            Books Worth Your Tim_  

                     Recommendations by Lavonne Dennis 

Things That Matter by Charles Krauthammer 

Walking on Water by Madeline L’Engle 

The School of Essential Ingredients by Erica Bauermeister 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi 

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 

The Double Bind by Chris Bohjalian 

I Know This Much Is True by Wally Lamb 

Jayber Crow by Wendell Berry 

My Own Country by Abraham Verghese 

Family Matters by Rohinton Mistry 
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  MU TAU CHAPTER MEETING 

    DELTA KAPPA GAMMA 

 FEBRUARY 15, 2016 

President Janice Sutton called the regular meeting of the Mu Tau chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma to order at 5:05 p.m.  
The meeting was held at the Tri-County Library with seventeen members and four guests in attendance.  Guests pre-
sent were Alan Roberts and Doug Fortenberry, and honored guests were World War II veterans Paul Hudgins, uncle 
of Bickie Roberts, and John White, one of our program presenters last year. 

Sherri Purselly presented the Meaningful Moment, an article by Roger Staubach, entitled “A Hero in Every Heart.” 

President Sutton announced that we would have our program first to accommodate our presenter and guests, and 
then turned the program over to Linda Robinson, honorary member of our chapter.  Linda works with Honor Flight 
DFW, an all-volunteer group who provide all-expenses-paid trips to Washington, D.C., for World War II and Korean 
veterans.  The overnight trip takes the veterans to see the military memorials to give them the opportunity to reflect 
and share memories with other veterans who share these experiences.  Linda showed an informative and touching 
video presentation of an Honor Flight.  Our two veteran guests shared what a wonderful experience the Honor Flight 
was for them. 

After expressing our appreciation to Linda for the excellent program, and to our veteran guests for their service and 
attendance, President Sutton called the business meeting to order.  Minutes of the December meeting were approved 
as written.  The treasurer’s report indicated a balance of $1,238.13 and will be filed for audit. 

Old business began with voting on new members.  All eleven prospects were voted in, and those accepting our invita-
tion will be initiated at our April meeting.  An orientation for new members is scheduled for March 28th.   

The slate for new officers were also voted in.  The names of the new nominating committee were presented to mem-
bers consisting of Lavonne Dennis, Kathy Clardy, and Melody Stephenson.  Jean Robinson moved to accept, and 
Beverly Hart seconded the motion, and members approved by acclamation.   

ASTEF board member Jean Robinson gave out Hershey’s kisses in recognition of ASTEF Day of Giving.  Libby Horton 
moved that we donate $100.00 from our treasury to send to ASTEF.  Nancy McDonald seconded the motion, and it 
was approved by members. 

Chapter Rules revisions were passed out for members to review.  Committee chairman Libby Horton explained the 
changes, and thanked those on the committee for their input. 

Treats for Schools was next on the agenda, and President Sutton asked for volunteers to deliver Mu Tau brochures 
and treats to fourteen campuses to promote awareness of Mu Tau in our area schools and to assist our early educa-
tors.  Ten members volunteered and deliveries are to be made the week after Spring Break. 

President Sutton announced that she had received an email about helping Shields Elementary in Red Oak which had 
been damaged by a tornado.  Two of our members taught at this campus, and it was agreed that we would like to help.  
Judy Sullivan said that the school was insured for the building and contents and suggested that we send a monetary 
donation to replace the teacher’s personal materials that were lost.  Beverly Hart moved that we donate $100.00 from 
our treasury to replace teachers’ personal materials, and Jean Robinson seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Jean Robinson reminded members of the state convention in Frisco June 23-25.  Also the International Convention will 
be held in Nashville July 5-9 at the Opryland Hotel. 

President Sutton presented Monica Fortenberry a red rose as an expression of sympathy for the recent death of her 
father. 

The mee/ng was adjourned with the singing of the Delta Kappa Gamma song. 

Monica Fortenberry, recording secretary 

Janice Su;on, president    
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In keeping with our practice of responding to TSO President Marilyn Gregory’s theme HEART, THE MU TAUKER  for 
March concludes with T for Teamwork. 

   Teamwork     
 Teamwork in Delta Kappa Gamma 

                           By Lavonne Dennis 

Tasks to be done 

Energy to accomplish them 

Aims to be achieved 

Memorable Moments to inspire us 

Women teachers to the calling 

Optimally organized 

Reaching out to one another, to our community, to our world 

Keys (golden) to 

Delta Kappa Gamma 

Time for refreshing, reviving, reviewing, renewing 

Education for all 

Adjusting for the future 

Motherhood of our Founders 

Worldwide Sisterhood 

Optimistic outlook 

Rejoicing in the beauty of our Society 

Knowledge beyond ourselves 

Here we are: 

Dedicated 

Kaleidoscopically talented 

Gifted by grace 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
Can you fathom it?  Teamwork indeed!  Twelve women in Austin, Texas, May, 1929, through 
their teamed efforts gave birth to this fantastic Society of key women teachers that this day in 
2016 wraps around this planet!  This is what TEAMWORK can do, has done, will continue to do.  
Long live the teamwork of the sisters in Delta Kappa Gamma. 
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Mu Tau birthdays in March 

 

Mary Ann Gregg, 3/4 

BJ Williams, 3/2 

Happy birthday, sweet Sisters!  Blow out 
those candles, and let’s eat cake! 

 

Remember that we vote on the changes in our chap-
ter rules.  Please consider what the changes may 
mean for Mu Tau as DKG members. 

Consider your part in supporting SEE. 

Remember that we feed the pig for Mu Tau’s grant-in
-aid.  Bring cash. 

TSO Convention in Frisco 
Frisco hotel rooms are booked very quickly.   Speak to Janice Sutton and/or Jean Robinson about sharing 
or booking rooms.  February’s The Mu Tauker included info about the convention hotel.  The information can still be 
found on the TSO website. 

                                                         Teamwork 

                                                         By Melody Stephenson 

We have all worked in a capacity that has involved working with others in order to accomplish a specific task. The idea 
of “teamwork” is an integral part of our culture.  Most of the time it is associated within successes of employment, but I 
see teamwork going on in even the everyday tasks that we perform in a family or as a member of an organization. A 
team benefits from the talents and skills of the individuals who make up the team.  I have personally worked in many 
areas of my life that teamwork has been an integral part of accomplishing a task, but none as rewarding as working in 
the DKG Mu Tau chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. Each individual in this organization gives of her time, talents, and 
skills to make our organization a team that works together to be strong, caring women making a difference in our world 
through teamwork.   

Marilyn Gregory, our DKG State President says it this way in her theme quote:  

“Teamwork: to work as members of a team to strengthen involvement in all levels of the Society. “     

THEN THERE’S NASHVILLE! 



SEE- Support for Early Career Educators 

In order to share the vision, Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide, and 
strengthen our Society, the Educational Excellence Committee established Supporting Early-career 
Educators (SEE) as its second international project during the 2012 International Convention in New 
York City. 
 

Why is our support needed? 

Education is a challenging career, and retaining quality teachers is an issue worldwide. According to 
Richard Ingersoll, the rate in U.S. of beginning teachers leaving the profession in the first year is a 
little more than 10%; with 33% leaving by Year 3 and 46% by Year 5. In addition, around 15% of 
U.S. teachers overall leave the profession each year. (Is There Really a Teacher Shortage, Inger-
soll, 2003, p. 14) 
 

Schools that have depended on a core of veteran teachers are seeing those teachers retire. As 
much is expected of a new teacher on the first day of school as is expected of a 30-year vet-
eran. Teachers supporting teachers is crucial. Of the first year teachers assigned a mentor in 
2007–2008, around 8% left the profession in 2008–2009. Of the first year teachers not assigned a 
mentor in the same years, about 16% were not teaching in 2008-2009 and about 23% were no long-
er teaching in 2009–2010. (Beginning Teacher Attrition and Mobility, Institute of Education Science, 
2011, p. 3) 
 

John F. Kennedy said, “In each one of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be 
translated into benefits for everyone and a greater strength for our nations.” 
 

We truly can make a difference with our support. 
 

SEE encourages members/chapters to be creative in support of early-career educators with a varie-
ty of strategies, such as 

 

 giving support for phone calls and visits,  
 helping with lesson plans and bulletin board ideas, 
 offering advice on classroom management and parent-teacher relations; and  

 providing support in appropriate and practical ways. 
 

Start supporting early-career educators in your community today! Get a list of new teachers/
educators from your local school district and list of student teachers in your area to support.  

 

[This article is a direct reprint from the DKG website www.dkg.org, with the exception of the emphasis in paragraph 3—

which states an astonishing fact, when you really consider it.   –Editor of The Mu Tauker] 
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